
From the Desk of Mayor Sergio 

Rodriguez 

Congratulations to all of the graduates. I wish you all success on 
your future endeavors. Like Dr. Seuss said, “Oh the places you will go.” 
Whatever that path is for you, never forget where you came from and 
those that were there for you. Continue to achieve your goals and follow 
your dreams. 
  
After a mild winter, spring brings warmer weather, severe weather, and 
construction season. With that in mind, let’s practice some patience and 
please be mindful of kids, adults, and pets outside. Some upcoming 
projects in the Village include paving a few alleys, water main re-
placements, and sidewalk replacement. There will also be IDOT 
construction continuing on Harlem & I-55 and 1st Ave.  
  

A couple of service projects which occurred in the month of May was the annual Chicago River 
Day and Openlands tree planting event. These projects highlight preserving and keeping our envi-
ronment green and clean. These should not just be a one day event, but instead we all should 
strive to leave this world a better place for future generations.  Whether it’s keeping our block clean 
or recycling, we can all do our part. 
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       A Village on the Rise 

 
A new memorial statue honoring Mamie Till-
Mobley, the mother of Emmett Till whose social 
justice activism helped begin the civil rights 
movement in the 1950s, was unveiled outside of 
Argo Community High School on April 29th. Till-
Mobley, an Argo graduate herself, was one of 
the few African Americans to attend the high 
school at the time and lived in Summit on 64th 
Street prior to moving to Chicago with Emmett. 
See STATUE, page 5. 

Village Welcomes Three 
New Trustees 

The Village of Summit welcomed three new trus-
tees with the swearing in of Lorena Manriquez, 
Sonia Ponce, and Aurora Rodriguez on May 1st. 
They will 
begin the first 
of a four year 
term. Please 
visit our web-
site at  
summit-il.org 
for more infor-
mation. 

Mamie Till-Mobley memorial statue unveiled 
outside of Argo High School 

THANK YOU!  

TRUSTEES ALECO “AL” JULIUS, ARTHUR 
“COACH” SULLIVAN, AND KAREN WASKO 

FOR YOUR YEARS OF SERVICE  

  

Now available 

en español 

online 
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Congratulations to the Class of 
2023! You made it!  Whether you 
are graduating from kindergarten 
or college, I wish you nothing but 
success entering into this new 
chapter of your life. Cherish all the 
memories you have made along the 
way and embrace whatever the fu-
ture holds for you.  

Our annual E-Recycle Day this 
year is July 21st. Please note there 
are guidelines to follow on what can 
and cannot be disposed of. We will 
continue to post these guidelines on 
our website and social media lead-
ing up to the event.  

 

 

Office phone: 563-4807  

Email: clambert@summit-il.org 

Clerk’s Corner Colleen Lambert 

Vehicle Stickers On Sale Now!! 

Village ordinance requires any resident owning a vehicle in Summit to display a vehicle tag which needs to be renewed every year. It 

is also required to remove expired stickers from the windshield.  

2023 Vehicle tags go on sale Thursday, June 1st. Tags must be displayed on the lower right corner of your windshield by no later 

than July 1st, 2023. 

You will need a State issued ID, as well as vehicle registration identifying your residence within the Village of Summit. Bring your or 

mail in your renewal notice. If you do not have one, you will need to fill out an application.  

New residents must obtain their vehicle tags 30 days after they 

move in. New cars must show a vehicle tag 30 days after being 

purchased, and proof of purchase date is required. 

Late Payment Penalty: On July 1st, the original fee will dou-

ble! 

Senior Citizen Discount: Residents age 65 and over (by 

July 1st 2023) must apply in person and present a valid ID 

to receive a sticker at no charge. (Only one sticker per 

household will qualify for no charge.) 

Applications and stickers can be picked up Monday - Friday 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and every Saturday in June 9:00 a.m. - 

noon at:  Strzelczyk Municipal Center at: 7321 W. 59th Street 

Summit, IL  60501  

 Before On / After 
 6/30/2023  07/01/2023 
 
Passenger $  35.00 $  70.00 
Motorcycle $  25.00 $  50.00 
RV $  40.00 $  80.00 
Taxi-cabs $  70.00 $140.00 
Tow Truck $115.00 $230.00 
Class B $  65.00 $130.00 
Class D & F $  95.00 $190.00 
Class H $165.00 $330.00 
 
Senior Citizens Free (65 or older – one free stick-

er per household – provided driver’s license) 

Please Review E-Recycle 
Day Guidelines Below  
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As school recesses for the summer, we ask everyone to use 

caution when driving through residential streets. We will start to 

see kids of all ages taking advantage of the warm weather and 

free time to get outside and play. Watch for kids who may in-

advertently wander or run out in the street during their time 

outside.  

After six weeks of training, 

we finally welcomed Of-

ficer Correa back home 

with his new partner — K9 

Bryan. K9 Bryan is a half 

German Shepard and half 

Belgian Malinois, two ex-

ceptional breeds used in 

law enforcement rolled 

into one. Officer Correa 

and K9 Bryan have al-

ready stopped by some sporting 

events at Heritage Middle 

School and provided students 

and parents an opportunity to 

meet our four-legged officer. We 

wish them both a successful 

and safe partnership.  

As always, we invite everyone 

to go to summitcrime-

watch.com and sign up to 

receive notifications. Through 

our website, we can provide our 

residents information on the 

police department, resources 

and activity. 

Mel Ortiz, Interim Police Chief  

Office phone: 563-4830 
Anonymous Tip Hotline: 563-
8100  
Email:  mortiz124@summitpd.net 

Jerry Rosales, Superintendent of Public Works  

With the weather changing you may notice public works street cleaning, patching potholes, grading 

alleys, and cleaning out debris from sewers. Here is some key information and tips regarding keeping 

our Village clean. 

Disposal of Bulk Items 

• Residents are prohibited from throwing out more than one bulk item a week, such as a couch. It 

is recommended that it be taken out the night before so that the bulk item does not sit in the al-

ley the whole week.  

• Owners of single family and 2-unit homes who are throwing out a mattress must put it in a plastic 

bag or make sure it is wrapped in plastic. Garbage picked up is every Friday so remember to get your garbage tote out the night 

before.   

Disposal of Yard Waste 

• Yard waste pick-up began Friday, April 7. Please put any yard waste in a 30-gallon tote with a lid or in a rigid plastic container 

in front of the home. Yard waste containers are not to exceed more than 50 pounds when full. Although brown yard waste bags 

are accepted, please keep in mind that if it rains the bags can rip. Tree limbs must be tied together and not exceed 50 pounds, 4 

feet in length and a maximum of 24 inches in diameter.  

• The Village has two recycling dumpsters at the Metra station for the recycling of paper, plastic, and glass. If anyone is caught 

dumping construction material, furniture, tires, or any other garbage that does not belong in the recycling bins you will be fined up 

to $750.  

If you would like to dispose of tires, paints and chemicals please call the Illinois EPA at 1-800-CleanUp (253-2687) to find the 

nearest location. If residents need any additional garbage pickup please reach out to Lakeshore Recycling at 844-633-3577.   

Permits 

• Please keep in mind that a permit is required for any home updates and renovation. If using a contractor, the registration of the 

contractor is also required and both applications can be found on our website. Construction material will NOT be taken from the 

garbage containers.  

• When doing any kind of construction work at home residents must rent out a dumpster from a garbage company to collect and 

clean up construction debris. Permit fees are based on the construction costs and inspections are $100.00. Please call the 

Building Department at 708-563-4809 for any more questions. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Office phone: 563-4800 
Email:  jrosales@summit-il.org  

mailto:chiefkosmowski@summitpd.net
mailto:jrosales@summit-il.org


Summer is fast approaching, here are some sum-
mer safety tips.  
 

GRILLING SAFETY 

There’s nothing like outdoor grilling. It’s one of the 
most popular ways to cook food. But a grill placed 
too close to anything that can burn is a fire hazard. 
They can be very hot, causing burn injuries. Follow 
these simple tips and you will be on the way to safe 
grilling. 
 

 

SAFETY TIPS 

Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be used out-
doors.  The grill should be placed well away from the home, deck 
railings and out from under leaves and overhanging branches. 
Keep children and pets at least three feet away from the grill area. 
Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat buildup from the 
grills and in trays below the grill. Never leave your grill unattend-
ed. Always make sure your gas grill lid is open before lighting it. 
 

CHARCOAL GRILLS 

There are several ways to get the charcoal ready to use. Charcoal 
chimney starters allow you to start the charcoal using newspaper 
as a fuel. If you use a starter fluid, use only charcoal starter 
fluid. Never add charcoal fluid or any other flammable liquids 
to the fire. Keep charcoal fluid out of the reach of children and 
away from heat sources. There are also electric charcoal starters, 
which do not use fire. Be sure to use an extension cord for out-
door use. When you are finished grilling, let the coals completely 
cool before disposing in a metal container. 

 

PROPANE GRILLS 

Check the gas tank hose for leaks before using it for the first time 
each year. Apply light soap and water solution to the hose. A pro-
pane leak will release bubbles. If your grill has a gas leak, either 
by smell or the soapy bubble test and there is no flame, turn 
off both the gas tank and the grill. If the leak stops, get the grill 
serviced by a professional before using it again. If the leak does 
not stop, call the fire department. If you smell gas while cooking, 
immediately get away from the grill and call the fire department. 
Do not move the grill. If the flame goes out, turn the grill and gas 
off and wait at least 5 minutes before relighting it. 
 

CAMP FIRE SAFETY 

Sitting under the stars by a crackling fire has its appeal. It’s where 
stories are told, sing-a-longs happen, and meals are cooked over 
an open flame. Campfires bring family and friends together. But 
campfire mishaps can cause injuries. With a few safety tips, you 
can prevent these accidents. Roast with care if roasting marsh-
mallows and help young children. Never shake a roasting marsh-

mallow. It can turn into a flying, 
flaming ball. A heated metal skewer 
can cause burns.  
 

SWIMMING SAFETY 

Summer months mean an increase 
in outdoor recreation activities, such 
as swimming and sailing. Safety 
precautions like wearing life vests, 
keeping an eye on children in the 
water, and avoiding alcohol while 
swimming/boating are ways to have 
fun and stay safe. One hazard not 
often thought of is the risk of elec-
tric shock drowning, which hap-
pens when marina, onboard electri-
cal systems and pools/spas leak 
electric current into the water. The 
current then passes through the 
body, causing paralysis and drown-
ing. Never leave children unat-
tended in swimming pools, or any type of water activities! 

Office phone: 594-3894  
 

Email:  
chiefhanson@summit-il.org  
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Wayne Hanson Fire Chief 

 

SAFETY AROUND THE FIRE 

• Before setting up a campfire, make sure it 

is permitted. Check with the fire depart-

ment. 

• If campfires are permitted, they need to be 

at least 25 feet away from any structure 

and anything that can burn. 

• Clear away dry leaves and sticks, overhanging low 

branches and shrubs. 

• Avoid burning on windy and dry days. It’s easier for open 

burning to spread out of control when it is windy and dry. 

• Never let children or pets play or stand too close to the 

fire. 

• Always attend to the campfire. A campfire left alone for 

only a few minutes can grow into a damaging fire.  

• Keep a campfire small which is easier to control.  

• Never use gasoline or other flammable or combustible 

liquids. 

• Always have a hose, bucket of water, or shovel and dirt or 

sand nearby to put out the fire.  

• If your clothes catch fire, stop, drop, and roll. Stop, drop to 

the ground, and cover your face with your hands. Roll 

over and over or back and forth until the fire is out. 

• Treat a burn right away. Cool the burn with cool water for 

3 to 5 minutes. Cover with a clean, dry cloth. Get medical 

help if needed! 

mailto:chiefhanson@summit-il.org
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The event was open to the public and included attendance from residents, community lead-
ers, and elected officials. The event was covered by the Desplaines Valley News as well as 
ABC-7 Chicago. The story also made national headlines, with news outlets such as AP News 
providing coverage. 
 
“I am in awe, in utter awe, of what Mamie Till did because the way she responded to that 
[Emmett’s] tragedy defined us,” said Congressman Sean Casten, who was one of the key-
note speakers. “It is inspirational and totally appropriate that this is at a school. It is so appro-
priate that young people here are going to see this as they walk in to inspire them everyday.” 
 
Another speaker was longtime Summit resident Rev. Wheeler Parker Jr., who was Em-
mett’s cousin and is currently the last remaining living individual to be present the night Em-
mett was taken. Rev. Parker Jr. also recently authored a book chronicling that experience 
earlier this year.  
 
“There’s so much you can say in such a small time but the Till family still is real big in Sum-
mit, Illinois, and I want to thank the Mayor and everyone that has contributed,” said Parker 

Jr.  
 
Other speakers included Thelma Edwards, a family friend 
of Till-Mobley, Ollie Gordon, a relative of Till-Mobley and 
Senate Majority Leader Kimberly Lightford. The 850-
pound statue was sculpted by artist Sonja Henderson and 
was two years in the making.  
 
The statue also contains a quote from Till-Mobley which reads: “We are only given a certain amount 
of time to do what we are sent here to do. You don’t have to be around a long time to share the wis-
dom of a lifetime. There is no time to waste.” 

Societal Spotlight STATUE 
From page 1 

2022 Water Quality 
Report Released  

 Important Information About Your Water Quality  

Please visit https://summit-il.org/waterquality to view your complete 2022 Annu-
al Water Quality Report. This report contains important information about the 
source and quality of your drinking water during 2022. To obtain a paper copy 
of the report, please call 708-563-4830, or visit the Strzelczyk Municipal Center 
at: 7321 W. 59th Street Summit, IL 60501.  

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) every year 
produces a report on the quality of the Village’s water to ensure it is safe 
to drink. Here are some of the specific data from the testing: 

https://summit-il.org/DocumentCenter/View/509/2022-WaterReport
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5th Annual Chicago River Day In 
Summit a Success 

Historical Spotlight 

Community Focus 

Prior to the scarce residential parking and bombastic energy of heavily congested Archer Avenue, the Village of Sum-
mit was known as a “sleepy canal town” of about 300 people — mostly German, Italian and Irish who worked on the 
railroad or canal. Now, nearly 133 years later, this town has grown to a population of roughly 11,000 with a majority 
being of Mexican-American descent.  
 
Although many things have changed, one constant has been our democratic form of government in which citizens af-
firm those who are tasked with the privilege (and sometimes burden) of governing their town. 
 
On June 4th, 1890, residents of this town voted to officially incorporate the Village of Summit while also electing the 
first village board and mayor, Robert J. Allison. Their very first board meeting was held on August 4th of that same 
year, another anniversary to note and commemorate.  
 
Although the town had far fewer people back then and issues were different, the scope of business on that day was 
actually very similar to the agenda of a typical board meeting in 2023 — issuing business licenses. These licenses 
were granted not to Portillo's on Harlem or El Faro on Archer, but instead to various saloons in the amount of $500 per 
year. The trustees that day also confirmed the treasurer and clerk and passed an ordinance that ordered “Chicago and 
the Alton Railroad ‘put a flagman on the crossing of the Lyon’s road from 6 a.m. until 7 p.m. daily.” 
 
A lot has happened since 1890, but let’s remember that the role of the village board nonetheless remains the same — 
conducting necessary village business to make municipal government function efficiently and effectively.  

Historical Spotlight  

Crime in Summit Down 8 percent  

Crime offenses last year in the Village of Summit decreased roughly 8 percent, according to the Illinois State Police 
Uniform Crime Reporting Program. The agency reported that there were 204 total offenses last year, down from 221 in 
2021. 
 
Burglary was the most common offense, making up nearly half of all total offenses in both years. Other offenses such 
as assault and larceny also decreased in 2022. 
 
“There has been a definite decrease in violent crime, which made up the biggest difference,” said Summit Police Chief 
Mel Ortiz. “The other significant drop would be in the category of robberies and property crimes, such as vandalism, 

theft of property, etc.”  
 
One new crime fighting initiative the Police Department launched last year was the new website 
SummitCrimewatch.com. The website is administered through a public engagement technolo-
gy called CrimeWatch and provides public safety information and resources for residents.  
 
“Prior to launching the new website, we didn’t have a platform to better connect with our resi-
dents,” Chief Ortiz said. “This new platform allows for two-way dialogue in which the community 
can get involved and provide us with real-time information and tips to help make our community 
safer.” 
 

Any resident who has a public safety concern is encouraged to visit SummitCrimewatch.com or contact the Police 
Department at 708-563-4830. 

Summit residents and volunteers gathered Saturday 
morning, May 13th, to partake in Chicago River Day —  
organized by the non-profit Friends of the Chicago 
River.  
 
The group congregated near the old boat ramp on the 
Northwest Side of town to collect trash along the I&M 
Canal. The event celebrated its 31st anniversary this 
year and the Village of Summit has been a proud par-
ticipant for the fifth consecutive year. More pictures 
can be found online via summit-il.org or our facebook 
page. 



 

SUMMIT BULLETIN BOARD  

 NEWS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
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Who Are My  Elected Officials? 

 

March 20 2023 
Ordinance 23-0-13 was adopted, approving a grant 
agreement by and between the Village and the State 
of Illinois, Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
(Lead Service Line Inventory Grant Program).  
 
April 3, 2023 
A donation in the amount of $1,000 for the 2023 “A 
River Through History Rendezvous School Day,” to be 
held on September 8. 2023, was approved. Additionally, the Village Board also 
approved a $2,760 annual contribution to the I&M Canal National Heritage Civ-
ic Center. The I&M Canal runs through Summit and celebrates its 175th Anni-
versary this year.  
 
April 17, 2023  
Ordinance 23-O-14 was approved, which approved the agreement by and be-
tween Totral Environmental Service Technologies, Inc. (Management and Su-
pervision of Water Treatment Plant)  
 
May 1, 2023  
Resolution 23-R-03 was approved, authorizing the Intergovernmental Agree-
ment by and between the Village of Summit and the Township of Lyons (2023 
Summer Employment Work Program). 
 
May 15, 2023  
The church walk for Church of Nazarene was approved to take place June 11th 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. All walking will be conducted on sidewalks. The board 
also approved Peckwas Prep Academy’s request to block the alley behind the 
property for their annual year-end festival on Wednesday May 24th. 

 

Summer Construction Notice 

Federal Officials  

Senator Dick Durbin  
230 S. Dearborn Street 
Suite 3892 
Chicago, IL 60604 

(312) 353 4952  

Senator Tammy Duckworth   
230 South Dearborn 
Street, Suite 3900 
Chicago, IL 60604  

(312) 886-3506  

Congressman Chuy Garcia 
4376 S Archer Ave 
Chicago, IL  60632  

(773) 475-0833  

State Officials  

Senator Mike Porfirio 
6215 West 79th Street 
STE 1A 
Burbank, IL  60459 

(708) 430-2510  

State Rep. Abdelnasser Rashid  
6901 W. Cermak Road 
Berwyn, IL  60402 (708) 956-7563  

County  

Commissioner Frank Aguilar 
7833 Ogden  
Lyons, IL  60534 

(708) 447-5461  

 

Property Tax Notice from Lyons 
Township Assessor Patrick Hynes 

Like coupons at the grocery checkout, property 

tax exemptions can provide savings on your 

annual property tax bill. These exemptions are 

deducted from your second installment bill. Cook 

County offers several discounts for owner occu-

pied residential property —  most notably the 

homeowners exemption, senior exemption and 

senior freeze exemption. There are also dis-

counts for disabled persons and disabled veter-

ans. The deadline to file for exemptions is 

August 10, 2023. 

Please call or visit your local township assessors 

office for assistance with any property tax con-

cern. 

 

Patrick Hynes, C.I.A.O. 

Lyons Township Assessor 

phynes@lyonsts.com 

(708) 482-8300 

6404 Joliet Rd, Countryside. 

IDOT will be improving bridge deck sealing of struc-
tures along IL 171 just North and South of I-55 
(Stevenson Expressway). Net length 8448 feet (1.6 
miles). 
Construc-
tion is set 
to be com-
pleted by 
August, 
2023.  



Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 
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For Services Call:  

Emergency     911 

Police Department  non-emergency  (708) 563-4830  

Fire Department non emergency  (708) 594-3894  

Public Works Department   (708) 563-4809  

Water / Sewer Billing    (708) 563-4817  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Village of Summit 

Strzelczyk Municipal Center 
7321 W. 59

th
 Street 

Summit, IL  60501 

Monday - Friday:           8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.                      
1

st 
Saturday of month:     8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  

Summit Village Hall             (708) 563-4800  

Village Clerk             (708) 563-4807  

 

Officials: 
 

Mayor  Sergio Rodriguez 

Clerk  Colleen Lambert 
 

Trustees 

Setki “Sam” Dardovski          Marvel Parker 

Sonia Ponce           Lorena Manriquez 

Mayra Ortiz           Aurora Rodriguez 

Websites To Know  
 
Summit Park District 
www.summitparks.org 
 
Summit Public Library District 
www.summitlibrary.info  
 
Cook School District 104 
www.sd104.us 

Argo Community High School District 217 
www.argohs.net 

Township of Lyons 
www.lyonstownshipil.gov 
 
Illinois Department of Public Health 
www.dph.illinois.gov 
 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
www.cdc.gov 
 

    Village of Summit, IL.            

 

         A Village on the Rise 

Spring, 2023 
 
 
 

Founded in 1890 

Community Calendar 

June 3rd: Coffee with the Mayor  

June 15th: Neighborhood Watch Meeting  

June 20th: Village Board Meeting - Village Hall  

July 1st: Coffee with the Mayor  

July 2nd: Fireworks (Summit Park District)   

July 17th: Village Board Meeting - Village Hall  

July 20th: Neighborhood Watch Meeting  

July 21st: Village E-Recycle Day  

July 28th to July 30th : Village Garage Sale  

August 5th: Coffee with the Mayor  

August 17th: Neighborhood Watch Meeting  

August 21st: Village Board Meeting - Village Hall  

 

http://www.summitparks.org
http://summitlibrary.info
http://www.sd104.us
http://www.argohs.net
http://www.lyonstownshipil.gov
http://www.commissionertobolski.com
http://www.cookcountyclerk.com

