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   1.  RLR Camera Location, 

Live Date, System 
Manufacturer and 

Contractors 



 

150 N. Wacker Drive  8th Floor  Chicago, IL  60606    Tel: 1-877-Be-Safe1 (237-2331)    Fax: 1-877-237-2302 

 

 

Reference No:  016-56016                   Archer Ave and Har lem Ave  East  and Southbound  

In 2012 The Village of Summit received approval from the Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT) to install Red Light Running (RLR) cameras on the eastbound approach at the intersection 
of Archer Ave and Harlem Ave. The installation followed a comprehensive analysis and justification 
process. The dates of the most relevant events are listed below. 

 

 Date at which the justification report was submitted: 7/16/2012 approved: 8/16/2012 

 Installation submittal: 10/04/2012 approved: 10/15/2012 

 Date at which the permit and bond was submitted: 10/31/2012  approved: 11/27/2012 

 Date at which the cameras went live on the east and southbound approaches: 5/17/2013 
 
No changes were made to the traffic signal timing or any other settings pertaining to operation of 
traffic signals at this intersection following the camera installation. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
RLR Camera System Manufacturer  
 
SafeSpeed, LLC   
150 North Wacker Drive  
Floor 8 
Chicago, IL 60606  

  
Phone: (877) 237-2331  
Fax: (877) 237-2302  
Email:  info@safespeedllc.com 
Web:  safespeedllc.com  
FEIN:  26-0416154  

  
Key Contact:  
Mr. Ryan Kim 
Phone: (312) 924-7248 
Email: rkim@safespeedllc.com 
 

 
Traffic Signal Design Consultant 

 
Christopher B. Burke 
Engineering, Ltd.  
9575 West Higgins Road  
Suite 600  
Rosemont, IL 60018  
  
Phone: (847) 823-0500  
Fax: (847) 823-0520  
Email: cbbel@cbbel.com  
Web: cbbel.com  
  
Key Contact:  
Mr. Michael Ziegler, PE, PTOE 
Phone: (847) 823-0500  
Email: mziegler@cbbel.com  
 

 
Electrical Contractor 

 
Meade Electric Company  
9550 West 55 Street  
McCook, IL 60525  
  
Phone: (708) 588-2500  
Fax: (708) 588-2501  
Email: info@meadeelectric.com  
Web: meadeelectric.com  
  
Key Contact:  
Mr. Michael Knutson  
Phone: (708) 588-2500  
Email: mkk@meade100.com 
 

mailto:rkim@safespeedllc.com
mailto:mziegler@cbbel.com
mailto:mkk@meade100.com
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2. RLR Crash Data 
and Analysis 
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The table and chart below show a summary of motor vehicle crashes at the intersection of 
Archer Ave and Harlem Ave over a span of 4 years. The data from 2010 to 2011 show the 
period prior to the installation of RLR cameras. The data from 2012 show the year in which 
the cameras were installed. The data from 2013 show the year following the installation. 
 

  Turning Rear End Angle Cyclist/Ped.  Other Total 

2010 11 16 4 0 0 31 

2011 8 9 2 3 1 23 

2012 8 15 1 0 2 26 

2013 9 13 2 0 3 27 

 

 
 

In 2012 the Average Daily Traffic (ADT) volume along Archer Ave reached 29,000 to 33,800 
cars at the intersection of Archer Ave and Harlem Ave. The ADT along Harlem Ave reached 
43,800 to 45,500 cars, according to IDOT.  
 
By 2014 there was slight increase in ADT along Harlem Ave (45,100 to 45,600). There was 
a very slight decrease in ADT along Archer Ave at the same location (29,000 to 33,700). 
(See Tab 3) 
 
At the intersection of Archer Ave and Harlem Ave there were 31 accidents in 2010, 23 in 
2011, 26 in 2012 and 27 in 2013.  
 
Crash data analysis is inconclusive at this time. (See Tab 5) 
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3. Traffic Volume 
  

 



 

150 N. Wacker Drive  8th Floor  Chicago, IL  60606    Tel: 1-877-Be-Safe1 (237-2331)    Fax: 1-877-237-2302 

 

 

Reference No:  016-56016                   Archer Ave and Har lem Ave  East  and Southbound  

 

July 2012 

 
The traffic numbers below were obtained from the IDOT website per the RLR Guideline document 
published by IDOT. Only ADT values were available, peak numbers were not provided.  
 
Harlem Ave ADT 

 North: 43,800 

 South: 45,500 
 

Archer Ave ADT 

 East: 33,800 

 West: 29,000 
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July 2014 
 
The traffic numbers below were obtained from the IDOT website per the RLR Guideline document 
published by IDOT. Only ADT values were available, peak numbers were not provided.  
 
Harlem Ave ADT 

 North: 45,600 

 South: 45,100 
 

Archer Ave ADT 

 East: 33,700 

 West: 29,000 
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4. Summary of Adjudication 
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Below are the summaries of contested tickets “in person” and “by mail” from the Eastbound 
approach of Archer Ave and Harlem Ave from May 2013 to May 2014. 
 
In Person Contest 

Date Total Contests Found Guilty Dismissed Dismissal Rate 

5/1/2013 - 6/1/2013 20 19 1 5% 

6/1/2013 - 7/1/2013 44 40 4 9% 

7/1/2013 - 8/1/2013 30 27 3 10% 

8/1/2013 - 9/1/2013 10 9 1 10% 

9/1/2013 - 10/1/2013 15 13 2 13% 

10/1/2013 - 11/1/2013 11 9 2 18% 

11/1/2013 - 12/1/2013 3 2 1 33% 

12/1/2013 - 1/1/2014 7 5 2 29% 

1/1/2014 - 2/1/2014 12 10 2 17% 

2/1/2014 - 3/1/2014 9 9 0 0% 

3/1/2014 - 4/1/2014 16 16 0 0% 

4/1/2014 - 5/1/2014 7 7 0 0% 

Total 184 166 18 10% 

 
As you can see from the table above, Hearing Officers reviewed 184 contested tickets during this 
period. The Hearing Officers dismissed 18 of them, showing a 10% total dismissal rate. 
 
By Mail Contest 

Date Total Contests Found Guilty Dismissed Dismissal Rate 

5/1/2013 - 6/1/2013 6 5 1 17% 

6/1/2013 - 7/1/2013 22 19 3 14% 

7/1/2013 - 8/1/2013 12 11 1 8% 

8/1/2013 - 9/1/2013 19 18 1 5% 

9/1/2013 - 10/1/2013 17 15 2 12% 

10/1/2013 - 11/1/2013 18 16 2 11% 

11/1/2013 - 12/1/2013 8 5 3 38% 

12/1/2013 - 1/1/2014 9 6 3 33% 

1/1/2014 - 2/1/2014 14 12 2 14% 

2/1/2014 - 3/1/2014 12 11 1 8% 

3/1/2014 - 4/1/2014 10 8 2 20% 

4/1/2014 - 5/1/2014 8 6 2 25% 

Total 155 132 23 15% 

 
As you can see from the table above, 155 tickets were contested by mail during this period.  
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Below are the summaries of contested tickets “in person” and “by mail” from the Southbound 
approach of Archer Ave and Harlem Ave from May 2013 to May 2014. 
 
In Person Contest 

Date Total Contests Found Guilty Dismissed Dismissal Rate 

5/1/2013 - 6/1/2013 20 17 3 15% 

6/1/2013 - 7/1/2013 55 47 8 15% 

7/1/2013 - 8/1/2013 35 33 2 6% 

8/1/2013 - 9/1/2013 24 22 2 8% 

9/1/2013 - 10/1/2013 19 18 1 5% 

10/1/2013 - 11/1/2013 20 16 4 20% 

11/1/2013 - 12/1/2013 6 6 0 0% 

12/1/2013 - 1/1/2014 4 4 0 0% 

1/1/2014 - 2/1/2014 9 6 3 33% 

2/1/2014 - 3/1/2014 4 4 0 0% 

3/1/2014 - 4/1/2014 10 4 6 60% 

4/1/2014 - 5/1/2014 4 4 0 0% 

Total 210 181 29 14% 

 
As you can see from the table above, Hearing Officers reviewed 210 contested tickets during this 
period. The Hearing Officers dismissed 29 of them, showing a 14% total dismissal rate. 
 
By Mail Contest 

Date Total Contests Found Guilty Dismissed Dismissal Rate 

5/1/2013 - 6/1/2013 10 10 0 0% 

6/1/2013 - 7/1/2013 22 18 4 18% 

7/1/2013 - 8/1/2013 16 15 1 6% 

8/1/2013 - 9/1/2013 17 14 3 18% 

9/1/2013 - 10/1/2013 23 19 4 17% 

10/1/2013 - 11/1/2013 15 11 4 27% 

11/1/2013 - 12/1/2013 15 13 2 13% 

12/1/2013 - 1/1/2014 14 13 1 7% 

1/1/2014 - 2/1/2014 7 7 0 0% 

2/1/2014 - 3/1/2014 5 5 0 0% 

3/1/2014 - 4/1/2014 15 14 1 7% 

4/1/2014 - 5/1/2014 1 1 0 0% 

Total 160 140 20 13% 

 
As you can see from the table above, 160 tickets were contested by mail during this period. 
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   5. Report Summary  
       and Recommendation 
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After analyzing all of the available data, we believe that more time is required to properly 
assess the efficacy of the RLR cameras located at the eastbound and southbound 
approaches of Archer Ave and Harlem Ave in the Village of Summit. Although the 
installation was approved at the close of 2012, the cameras did not go live until nearly 
halfway through 2013, and thus did not begin issuing tickets until this time. Bearing this in 
mind, it is unsurprising to learn that the type and frequency of crashes at this intersection in 
2012 were not significantly altered in 2013 either positively or negatively. This system will be 
reevaluated in the 3 Year Follow-Up Evaluation Report per the IDOT Bureau of Traffic 
Operations. A comprehensive analysis of the data available at that time will provide the 
information needed to move forward. 
 
Crashes that are most likely to result in bodily injury are those where one vehicle strikes one 
or more vehicles in motion at a 90 degree angle. A crash of this kind is commonly referred 
to as a “T-Bone” crash. The damage sustained by vehicles involved in these types of 
crashes is typically more severe than that sustained from Rear End crashes. Studies have 
shown that installing RLR cameras at problem intersections helps to lessen the chance of 
one of these crashes occurring. Only one Angle crash has been reported at the intersection 
of Archer Ave and Harlem Ave following the installation of RLR cameras. 
 
The citizens of the Village of Summit and the surrounding towns are still learning to adjust 
their driving habits to comply with the new RLR cameras at the intersection of Archer Ave 
and Harlem Ave. The long-term goal of RLR camera enforcement programs such as this 
one is to increase traffic safety by enforcing red light running ordinances in a consistent 
manner and with transparency for a sustained period. The timing of the traffic signals at this 
intersection has not been altered, and should not be altered while the RLR camera system 
is in operation. In time these cameras will become a part of everyday life for motorists living 
and working in this area. 
 
The Village of Summit uses state-of-the-art digital cameras provided by SafeSpeed, LLC to 
execute its RLR Enforcement Safety Program. The intersection of Archer Ave and Harlem 
Ave was selected specifically for this program because of its high traffic volume and crash 
rate. The citation and adjudication process administered by the Village of Summit with 
assistance from SafeSpeed, LLC is conducted in a courteous, professional and timely 
manner and is in compliance with the RLR regulations laid out by the Illinois Department of 
Transportation District 1 Bureau of Traffic Operations. 
 
Because enhanced traffic safety is the principal aim of RLR camera enforcement programs, 
SafeSpeed, LLC strongly recommends that we remain an integral part of a traffic system 
process that incorporates public education, enforcement and engineering at this location. 
 


